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Solar Cookers International to Showcase Clean Cooking Expansion in
Mali and the Central African Republic at COP30

SACRAMENTO, CA, USA [October 31, 2025]—Solar Cookers International (SCI) today
announced it will present new progress in clean cooking access and climate resilience
programs across Africa during the upcoming United Nations Climate Change
Conference (COP30). SCl is the United Nations Environment Programmes’ (UNEP)
first-ever funding recipient through its Climate Technology Centre & Network (CTCN) to
deliver zero-emission solar cooking solutions for communities in Mali and the Central
African Republic (CAR). SCI will detail successful initiatives in Mali and CAR that
collectively have the potential to enable over 13 million individual solar cooked meals.

In Mali, SCl is building on existing momentum to expand and scale solar cooking
programs. Working with an established local manufacturer, the organization has
implemented four different solar cooker designs. A key focus of the Mali initiative is
empowering women as leaders in adoption and advocacy, while also collaborating with
local partners to create income-generating opportunities for youth and women. The
initial phase successfully distributed solar cookers to 2,400 people with the potential to
solar cook 7,125,720 individual meals over the solar cookers’ lifetime.

"Solar cooking is a powerful, lifesaving solution that makes the cleanest energy
available to all of us everywhere the sun shines," said Caitlyn, SCI Executive Director.
"The climate and health crisis for the 2.1 billion people without clean cooking access is
dire. That is why we are honored to lead this mission dedicated to improving human and
environmental health globally."

SCl is committed to helping the Central African Republic (CAR) achieve its ambitious
goals for clean cooking. By the end of this year, CAR has set a goal of equipping 5% of
households with solar cookers and improved stoves. CAR’s energy sector is working to
expand that progress by doubling the number of households with clean cooking
solutions by 2030.

Aligning with the CAR government’s energy sector goals, SCI provided clean cooking
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access to more than 1,200 people in the Bangui region, and with the potential for
6,135,990 individual solar-cooked meals over the lifetime of the cookers. SCl is
collaborating with the University of Bangui on cooker manufacturing and is actively
training university students, local nongovernmental organizations, and implementing
partners to take on leadership roles.

"The progress shown in Mali and CAR proves that community-driven clean energy
solutions can be scaled to deliver wide-ranging benefits, protecting both forests and
family health," said Keith Wingeard, SCI Strategic Partnerships Manager. Crucially, both
projects have completed roadmaps for scaling solar cooking technology across their
respective countries.

SCI’'s presence at COP30 will include a series of activities to showcase and expand on
this success. These activities will include:

PRESS CONFERENCES

When: Wednesday, November 12 at 16:30 BRT & Monday, November 17 at 16:00 BRT
Where: Press Conference 2 Area D

SIDE EVENTS AND EXPERT PANELS

Roundtable: Gender-inclusive design of solar cooking initiatives in Mali and the
Central African Republic

When: Tue, Nov 11 (11:00 AM to 12:00 PM BRT)

Where: INCLUDE Pavilion, Blue Zone

Joint side event with the United Nations Climate Technology Center and Network
(UN CTCN): EU-UN Cooperation for Climate Security: Advancing Peace and
Resilience Through Locally Led Climate Technologies and Solutions

When: Thurs, Nov 13. (9:00 - 9:45 AM BRT)

Where: Nordic COP30 Pavilion (Blue Zone)

Official side event focused on 'Building Resilient & Energy-Efficient Systems:
Response Measures for Climate Mitigation & Adaptation’.

When: Thurs, Nov 13 (11:30 AM - 1:00 PM BRT)

Where: Side Event Room 1

Elevate both planetary and community stewardship — Centering on Forests,
Oceans, and Biodiversity, while spotlighting Indigenous peoples, Local and traditional
communities, Children and Youth, and Small and medium entrepreneurs, showcasing
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inclusive, grounded, and nature-aligned solutions.
When: Mon, Nov 17, and Tue, Nov 18 (10:30 AM to 11:30 AM BRT)
Where: SDG Pavilion

Solar Cooking — A pathway to emissions reduction and climate crisis mitigation

When: Fri, Nov 21 (12:30 - 13:45 BRT)
Where: Cryosphere Pavilion

SCI JOINT EXHIBIT

Meet the SCI team and learn more about solar cooking in this joint exhibit with
the International Solar Energy Society (ISES). Learn how solar cookers work and
why they are an important solution.

When: Monday - Thursday, 17-20 Nov.

Where: SEORS Exhibit Booth 34

To view the most current listing of SCI's COP30 event schedule, please check here.

About Solar Cookers International

Solar Cookers International (SCI) is internationally recognized for its expertise in
scientific research and developing safe and sustainable solar thermal-powered cooking
solutions. Founded in 1987, SCI has collaborators in over 135 countries, making nearly
8 billion solar-cooked meals possible. SCI has special consultative status with the
United Nations Economic and Social Council and regularly provides expertise in support
of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. SCI holds a four-star Charity
Navigator rating. Learn more at solarcookers.org.
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